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      In 2008, Sociological research conducted by Dr. Dean Hoge, compared young adult 
Catholics (18-39-year-olds) to Catholics aged 63 and older. According to Hoge, the two age 
groups differ in three significant ways: 

 1- Young adult Catholics call for great individual authority in religious and moral decisions. 
80% of these young adults surveyed agreed with the statement “individuals should seek out 
religious truth for themselves and not automatically conform to the doctrines of any church”. 
Only 54% of Catholics 63 and older agreed with this statement. 

When asked whether engaging in homosexual acts was always morally wrong, 37% of 
young Catholics agreed. 69% of older Catholics believed homosexual acts were always 
morally wrong. And ending a pregnancy by having an abortion as “always morally wrong” 
showed 37% of young Catholics agreeing; compared to 55% of the 63 and older group. 
Even more of the distance was seen between the two groups when they were asked about 
having premarital sex. 22% of the adult young Catholics believed this to be always morally 
wrong, while 64% of the older Catholics did. 

2 -Young adult Catholics want more influence in church decision-making. They believe that 
lay Catholics should have a say in the selection of their parish priest. They think that the 
church needs better financial reporting (80% of young Catholics, compared with 67% of 
the older Catholics) in both the diocese and the local parish. 48% of them, compared with 
30% of older Catholics, think laypeople should withhold donations to the church until they 
have more voice in financial decision-making. 

3 - Young adult Catholics are less invested in the institutional Catholic Church. Nationally 
they are less likely to celebrate mass once a week or more, 38% compared to 78% of the 
older Catholics. Older Catholics are more institutionally connected, with 92% of them 
agreeing with the statement “the Catholic Church is very important to me personally”; and 
in contrast 79% of younger Catholics agreeing. 

      Dr. Hoge states that his data indicate that “Catholic young adults differ from the prior 
generation…Compared with older Catholics today, they will uphold greater individual 
authority in religious and moral decisions and will desire more lay influence in institutional 
decision-making. They will tend to distinguish faith in God from obeying the rules of the 
institutional church, clinging more to the former then to the latter. 

      All baptized Catholics have been given the Holy Spirit. Consultation with the people of 
God is constitutive of our church. In dioceses throughout the country, including our own, 
bishops have begun Diocesan Pastoral Councils and Diocesan Finance Councils. On the 
local level, each pastor is encouraged to consult regularly with a Pastoral Council and a 
Finance Committee. We have both here at Saint Kilian.  



      The Saint Kilian parish Pastoral Plan 2016-2021, is a result of a collaborative process 
over the past two years. We hope that this will make us more effective in reversing trends 
in coming to Sunday worship, and participating in the life of their local parish.  It is hoped 
that our creation of a Welcome Wagon Ministry, Hospitality Ministry, Social Justice 
Committee, and more - will attract Catholics to return to active participation, and re-
energize us as a faith community. 

      Peace, Father Bruce 

 

  
 


